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Grade: 8th
	Unit/Theme/Title
Impact of the Great Depression in the United States 



	Standards
Impact of the Great Depression SS08-S1C8 PO1 – Review impact of Great Depression
Reading R08-S1C4 PO 2. Use context to identify the intended meaning of unfamiliar words (e.g., definition, example, restatement, synonym, contrast).

PO 3. Use context to identify the meaning of words with multiple meanings (e.g., definition, example,

restatement, or contrast).



	Content Objective(s)
Review the economic impact of the Great Depression on the United States by examining the arrest of the Dillinger Gang in Tucson, AZ in Jan. 24, 1934. Students will be reading individually, and then discussing with partners information related to the famous arrest of John Dillinger.



	Language Objective(s)
Reading-ELL proficiency standards

The student will acquire English language vocabulary and use it in relevant contexts.

Writing-ELL proficiency standards

The student will identify, describe, and apply conventions of standard English in his or her communications.



	Key Vocabulary
Notorious, public enemy, media circus, “molls in flapper dresses”, Thompson submachine gun, dilapidated, dumbfounded, ad-libbing

	Materials
Classroom handout – “The Day Tucson Corralled John Dillinger”, 
http://www.azcentral.com/arizonarepublic/travel/articles/0108azhighways0108dillinger.html
optional: Promethean Board (social studies smart board technology) – PBS Public Enemy #1 student friendly internet site with teachers lessons related to Depression era, http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/amex/dillinger/peopleevents/p_dillinger.html
paper, pencils, overhead projector


	Technology Integration

Using the Smart Board (Promethean) technology have reading/group objectives and vocabulary posted (using Microsoft Word). 



	Preparation
Classroom handout: “The Day Tucson Corralled John Dillinger”, reading objectives and vocabulary created and websites previewed/queued and ready to go.



	Lesson Sequence (be specific)
Students should complete bellwork first. Note: Teachers have different methods for this and obviously can relate bellwork to the lesson or not.
· Students will be instructed to get out a piece of paper and writing utensil for the lesson for today.

· The students will be instructed about the objectives for the days lesson (reading, pair-share, vocabulary, and online read-aloud).

· Teacher distributes the classroom set handout The Day Tucson corralled John Dillinger, and asks the students to read silently for approximately 6-8 minutes (directions on overhead/screen/projector).

· Students complete the reading and are instructed to find a partner to Think-Pair-Share the social studies mantra questions: who, what, where, when, and why on a sheet of paper. Teacher should allow time here as appropriate and definitely roam the room to listen in and assist where necessary. 

· Teacher can go in many directions at this point. One direction is to review vocabulary words that may not have been understood (my direction). Start with a pair and ask what the article was about. Continue discussion as a classroom, answering the remaining W’s, and finish with the vocabulary. Students should write down notes and the teacher can model the strategy by using the technology (smart board). 

· If available the teacher can wrap the lesson together with the online PBS website which contains a lot of pictures related to “gangsters” from the time period, timelines, and Great Depression era information. Have students practice read-a-loud strategies and discuss issues from the time period.




	Application/Practice

Students will write eight (8) vocabulary definitions to be submitted later (or quiz), and will also have an understanding of how Tucson, AZ related to the Great Depression with the arrest of John Dillinger. Students will be able to answer Who, What, Where, When, and Why the capture occurred. 



	Review/Assessment

Students as a group (per row) must answer either vocabulary or 5-W type questions from the teacher to be dismissed from class.



	Reflections

My students definitely got in to the “gangster” in Tucson theme. They could not believe that little old Tucson was the “buzz” of the country back-in the day. The students were also fascinated by how much the value of money has changed since the 1930’s. All of these subjects can be further investigated by your classes within a Great Depression unit. This lesson is meant to be a single lesson from a larger thematic unit.



http://ushistory.tusd.us/participants.htm


